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Speech At St.John’s Church Thekkan Paravoor 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences our 
Beloved Méetropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos — and 
Rambachans. Reverend Priests. Deacons and our beloved 
spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be with you all once again in this 
church in the name of St. John the Baptist. We recall with 
joy our visiting this parish in 1982. and the warm welcome 
you gave us. This church is one of our ancient churches in 
Malankara. It 1s considered as the mother church of nearly 
five other churches around. We are happy to note that even 
though it had to pass through different turbulent periods of 
history. it stood firm in its faith and allegiance to the Holy 
throne of Antioch. You were always in the forefront to 
protect the true faith of the Universal Syrian Orthodox 
church. especially during times of difficulty in the 167 and 
17" centuries. Your strong faith gave great courage to others 
also to remain steadfast in the true faith. We appreciate your 
good faith and loyalty to our Holy See of Antioch and to us. 

Our beloved spiritual children. on this occasion of the 
Golden Jubilee of our beloved brother in Christ. Mor 
Baselious Thomas — I. we. along with you all. would once 
again congratulate his beatitude. We congratulate him for his 
able leadership to the church. Continue to support the over 
all growth of our church. Uphold your fervour and zeal for 
the true faith and practices of our Universal Syrian Orthodox 
Church. We exhort you with St. Paul the Apostle as in First 
Corinthians chapter 16 verses 13 and 14 : “Be alert; stand 
fast in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Let all things 
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you do be done in love’. Follow the good example of your 
Patron Saint St. John the Baptist who bore witness to our 
Lord Jesus. Be true witnesses to our Lord Jesus. Abide in 
Him always and He shall protect you from all evil. And may 
He bless you all. 
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Intercession of the Holy Virgin Mother of God and all. the 
other saints. 
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the Seminary Executive Committee and Mor Theophilose 
Kuriakose the Resident Metropolitan and Very Rev. 
Corepiscopo Dr. Adai Jacob the Principal of this Seminary 
for their able leadership. May God 0 this Seminary and 
all who are associated with it so that it may produce good 
fruits thirty-fold. sixty-fold and a hundred-fold. May _ this 
Seminary be a_ blessing to our whole Syrian Orthodox 
Church of Antioch. May God bless you all. 
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Speech At St.Mary’s Church Pazhukkamattom 
In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


the One True God. Amen. 
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Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences’ our 
Beloved Méetropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos and 
Rambachans. Reverend Vicar and Assistant Vicars of this 
church. Reverend Priests. Deacons and our beloved spiritual 
children. 

We are very happy to be here with you all. and we 
thank God for enabling us to visit this blessed church in the 
name of our Holy Mother. As we understand this church has 
become a _ pilgrim center and a source of miracles and 
blessings for all. Though the church is not big in terms of its 
parishners. due to the able leadership of its vicar — Rev. Fr. 
§2[11 Cheruvilil. you were able to build this beautiful edifice 
for the glory of God and for the edification of the faithful. 

We are also pleased to understand that. from the 
beginning you have stood firm and loyal to our Holy 
Apostolic See of Antioch and All the East. and was zealous 
in keeping the apostolic faith and traditions of our Holy 
Universal Syrian Orthodox Church. When threats rose 
against its allegiance to the Holy throne. people from all 
religions came up to protect this church from the hands of 
the invading enemies. Thus this is a church that shines as a 
tower of light for the whole region. We congratulate all the 
devoted faithful of this region for their love. zeal and esteem 
for this church. 

Our beloved spiritual children. we entreat you to 
always follow our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Be true 
witnesses of the truth that He showed us. Abide in Him 
always. and He shall protect you from all evil. Submit 
ourselves to the will of God following the model of our Holy 
Mother St. Mary. May God bless you all through the 
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Speech at malankara Syrian Orthodox Theological 


Seminary 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas |. Your Eminences our 
beloved Metropolitans. Reverend Priests and Deacons. 
Respected Nuns. All Members of the Executive Committee 
and all the Staff and Students of our Malankara Syrian 
Orthodox Theological Seminary in India. 

We are very glad to be with you all now at this 
Seminary. During His public ministry. many people 
followed our Lord Jesus Christ wherever He went. But He 
chose from among them twelve persons to be with Him 
always and to learn from Him. Our Lord taught and_ trained 
them for the mission He had called them. Before His 
ascension into Heaven. our Lord commanded them: ‘Go. 
therefore. and make disciples of all nations. baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have enjoined you’. (St. Mathew 28: 19. 20) 
Our Holy Church is fulfilling this command of our Lord 
Jesus through the spiritual leaders. especially. the Clergy. 
And. therefore. this Seminary which teaches and _ trains 
people who are preparing to be Priests and_ spiritual guides 
has great importance. 
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Our Lord Jesus taught not only by word of mouth. but 
also by His good deeds in loving and caring for the people. 
In other words. His words and deeds were the same. If the 
teachers teach about the need for loving God and _ fellow 
human beings. but at the same time they do not love God or 
their fellow human beings. then their teaching will be of no 
use. All teachers should take care to practice what they 
preach. Only then their teaching mission will be a success. 

And the students. on their part. too. have a_ great 
responsibility. You are the ones to lead and serve God’s 
people tomorrow. It is God’s will that you are all here now 
to learn the Word of God and to receive training to be God’s 
chosen servants. If you do not make good use 0] this 
opportunity God has given you. it will be a big loss for you. 
Learn the Holy Scriptures well. Understand the will of God 
and live according to it. Love our Lord and God Jesus Christ 
and all fellow human beings. Always abide in our Lord. He. 
who is the Light of the World. will enlighten you with His 
Divine wisdom. Just as He made simple fishermen. His 
chosen Apostles with great power in word and deed. He will 
bless you too. Always be faithful in your calling as servants 
of God and He will be with you always. 

We last visited this Seminary in 2004 during our Third 
Apostolic Visit to India. Since then the Seminary has made 
much progress. We take this opportunity to congratulate 1 
Members of the Executive Committee. the Staff and the 


Students for their hard work and cooperation in achieving 
this progress. We _— specially congratulate our beloved 
Brother-in-Christ His  Beatitude Catholicos Mor  Baselios 
Thomas [I under whose’ guidance and_ supervision _ this 
Seminary is being managed. and also Their Eminences 
Metropolitan Mor Severios Abraham who is the President of 
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now a place of grace and blessing for this whole region. Our 
Lord declared that the temple of God is a ‘house of prayer 
for all’. So if you come and pray here with faith and 
reverence to God. you will surely be blessed. May this house 
of prayer — this new church — be a source of blessing to all 
who come here and pray. 

Also we are pleased to note that this church had always 
stood firm in its love and faithfulness to the holy Petrine 
throne of Antioch and to us. It was always in the forefront. 
along with His beatitude in protecting the true faith of our 
Holy Universal Syrian Orthodox Church. We appreciate 
your steadfast love and loyalty to our Holy Apostolic See of 
Antioch and All the East. 

Our beloved spiritual children. at this occasion of the 
consecration of this church. rededicate yourselves to God 
and to His church. In the books of Moses — the Pentateuch - 
we repeatedly read the commandment of God. that : “Be 
holy as I am holy”. God wants that. His children should 
bear His image of goodness and Holiness. So let us strive to 
transform ourselves to the image of God and to follow His 
virtues. May our God in Heaven hear and answer your 
prayers and bless you all. Amen. : . 
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Speech At Mazhuvannoor 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences_ our 
beloved Metropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos — and 
Rambachans. Reverend Priests. Deacons and our _ beloved 
spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be with you all at this occasion of 
the consecration of this beautiful church in the name of the 
Patron saint of India - Mor Thomas Sleeho. We _ understand 
that this church - more than hundred 150 years old. is one of 
the important churches of this region and it has a 
membership of more than thousand families. We are now 
happy to see your growth and to rededicate this new house 
built by your hard efforts for the Glory of our Lord and for 
the edification of the faithful. We understand the tireless 
efforts of its vicars. especially the former Vicar Very 
Reverend Corepiscopo. P.V. Paulose  Parathuvayalil who 
initiated the reconstruction and Reverend  Fr.Varghese 
Molekkudy - the Assistant Vicar. and the faithful in making 
this mission a grand success. We congratulate you all who 
gave their sincere supports and prayers for the same. This 1s 
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path that our Lord showed us. Now in this modern age. 
parents have to take much care and diligence in bringing up 
our youth in the fear of God. They should be taught to bring 
themselves up. with their lives founded upon the true rock of 
foundation; that is Jesus Christ. For that they should be 
brought up in the love of God and the true faith of our 
church. Then they will not be lost to us and to the church. In 
the Gospel of John chapter I5 verse 4 & 5. our Lord says 
‘‘Abide in me and 1 in you. ....... the one who abides in 
me brings forth much fruit. Without me you can do 
nothing.” So our beloved spiritual children. always stay in 
that wine as living branches which bears fruit. The life that 
is founded on Jesus Christ. will not be fallen in the winds 


and tides of this world. Remember what Saint Paul the 
blessed Apostle says in Second Corinthians Chapter 13. 
verse 5. *‘Examine and test yourselves. to see whether you 
abide in true faith. Test yourselves’. Do all things in love 
and remain at peace with all. Let our lights shine as the 
lamps put on the lamp-stand. All people may see our good 
works and glorify God in Heaven. May God bless you all. 
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SPIRITUAL ORGANIZATIONS 
MEETING 


In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences_ our 
beloved Metropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos and 
Rambachans’ Reverend Priests. Deacons. Respected Nuns 
and our beloved spiritual children. 

We are extremely happy to be with you all here. We 
see that the members from all the spiritual organizations like 
Sunday-school. Youth Association. Women’s Association. 
etc.. of our church in Malankara is gathered here at this 
evening. We count all these gathering as the sign of your 
love and concern for us. and to the Holy Apostolic throne of 
Antioch. We are much delighted and very happy to enjoy the 
various cultural programs that were performed here in our 
honour. We sincerely thank its organisers and you all. This 
time we were visiting India. mainly to participate in the 
priestly Golden Jubilee celebrations of His Beatitude the 
Catholicos. So these all are in honour of His Beatitude also. 
We take this opportunity to congratulate His beatitude once 
again at his priestly Golden Jubilee. along with you all. 

Our dearly beloved spiritual children. we are much 
delighted at this fourth Apostolic visit. for all your love 
towards us and we bless you all for the warm welcome that 
we are being given at our different churches and _ institutions. 
We congratulate you all for all your love and zeal for faith. 
At the same time we ܦ‎ advice _you to BL new the 
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celebrations last year. It has a membership of more than 
thousand families and it shines on this mount as a source of 
blessing for many. We recall with joy our visiting and 
staying at your Parish during our First Apostolic Visit to 
India in 1982 and also in 2004. We are also pleased to 
understand that. from the beginning you have stood firm and 
loyal to our Holy Apostolic See of Antioch and All the East. 
and was zealous in keeping the apostolic faith and _ traditions 
of our Holy Universal Syrian Orthodox Church. Again. we 
are happy to note that during the 26 years His Beatitude 
stayed here as the Diocesan Metropolitan of Ankamaly. you 
helped and supported His Beatitude a lot. 

Our beloved spiritual children. we entreat you along 
with the blessed Apostle Mor Paulose Sleeho: ‘Ever follow 
what is good. both among your selves and to all. Rejoice 
always. Pray without ceasing. Give thanks to God for 
everything; for this is the will of God concerning you” 
(1.Thessalonians chapter 5:15-18). Thus always follow. our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Be true witnesses of our Lord 
Jesus. Abide in Him always and He shall protect you from 
all evil. Submit ourselves to the will of God following the 
model of our Holy Mother St. Mary. May God bless you all 
through the Intercession of the Holy Virgin Mother of God. 
Saint Baselious Yaldho Maphriyono and all the other saints. 
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Speech At St.Mary’s Cathedral Kothamangalam 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences' our 
Beloved Metropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos and 
Rambachans. Reverend Vicar and Assistant Vicars 0 this 
church. Reverend Priests. Deacons. Devoted Nuns and our 


beloved spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be here with you all. and we 
thank God for enabling us to visit this blessed church again 
now. This church is one of the ancient churches’ of 
Malankara and it has celebrated its fifteenth centenary 


: 
|_ __ ܙܰܟ݁ܰܝ ܩܰܕ݂ܡܳܝܳܐ ܪ ‫ ܐ¿‎ coe tA} ܕܡܰܝܳܢܰܝ‎ IK Ne flog hd 


ܥ 


ܝܳܠܽܘ̈ܦܳܬܐ ܕܒܝܬ ܕܰܘܒܐ ܕܡܿܪܝ ܓ݂ܪܺܝܓ݂ܽܘܿܪܳܝܰܘܵܣ ܠܰܡܢܰܦܩܳܢܘܬ݂ 19 Ltn,‏ 


ܫ ܠܽܐܘܪܰܚ ܩܰܕ݁ܺܝܼܫܽܘ̣ܬ݂ܶܗ ܒܩܰܝ̈ܝܽܘܙܶܐ 


ane? Aer 
A } ܫܝ‎ jk ܣܥ ̄ܘ ܪܘܬܐ ܠ‎ 
0 6 2 = ܕ ܨ‎ : L 
ْ ܠܗܢ̣ܢܽܘܿ‎ 2008 Kite : | FEA 


210 


ܓܐ ܢ — 
ܐ ܨ : 


A 
ܘ‎ 


0 


ܝ 


‫. 


5 wa EN ܡ‎ oba ibs 


0 


Lo 


ܡܒܢ ܕ ܐ 


ٍܝ< 


| ' »* 


ܥܝ 


eres he 


$ ܪ‎ eens 


Bot :‏ ܝ 


il 3‏ 
ܡܝ 
ܐ 
0 


F 


2 0 
ܩܢܕ‎ w 5) matin 


‘AA 


OS. 2008 Aiea ܡܳܐ‎ 


2% 
+O 


2 2 < g 2 Fh 2 
ܠܗܵܢܢܽܘܿ.‎ 2008 Ain L205 3) wd Shr! opi, ܬܐ‎ Nw Shojo te 


ܨܝ ܝ 
x‏ ܢ" : : 
# 


> ܕ ;ܘ ܝܚ 
lads‏ 

49 : wey “ae 
7 ee ܢ‎ 


/ 


igh artis tae Peete ܢ‎ SUA 6 ܒܛܠ‎ 


yy 2 49 9‏ 
ܒ݁ܬ݂ܽܘܪܬܳܐ JOE Asc‏ ܐܪܽܘܼܢܐ ܕܒܝܗ ܐܠܓܢܘ ܠܝ ܐܝܘܰܢܰܢܰܘܿܣ ܬ݁ܰܠܡܺܝܕ݂ܶܗ 309 
22 


: 7 49 | a x 4 2 2 3 : 

worohiof 2 Je Ne er 6.2 ee ee‏ ܡܢ ܐ : ܕ Joo‏ ܒܗ + ܰܘ . ܀ 
9 3 ܐܢ 9 

Kothamangalam ܒ‎ L—tNe Ls ܪܝ‎ ; 1 ee 


n % g 
|: o> 2008 Kin 123.5 3) a tM} ois, IK Nw floja SS 


witnesses of our Lord Jesus. Abide in Him always and He shall 
protect you from all evil. May He bless you all. 
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Speech at Chelad st. Stephen’s bes ania church 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. the 
One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved  Brother-in-Christ Catholicos 
Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your  Eminences’ our Beloved 
Metropolitans. Very Reverend Corepiscopos and Rambachans. 
The reverend Vicars of this Church. reverend Priests and 
Deacons. and our beloved spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be with you here today. This church 
in the name of St. Sthephanos Sohdo is one of the important 
churches of the region. As we understand. it has a membership of 
more than thousand families. This church was always in_ the 
forefront in defending the true apostolic faith and traditions of 
our Holy Syrian Church. Ever since it has stood firm in its faith 
and loyalty to our Holy Apostolic See of Antioch and all the east. 
We appreciate your firm faith and loyalty to our Holy See of 
Antioch and to us. The holy relics of Mor Bahanam_ Sohdo. 
interred in this church is a source of blessing for all. Another 
important thing which we learned is that the chapel of this church 
in the name of Mor Geevarghese Sohdo is a source of blessings 
and miracles for people. even from distant places. Also the 
educational institutions run by this church is doing glorious 
services in the field of academics. 

By considering the importance of this church. 28110 by 
considering the request of our beloved’ brother in Christ: 
Catholicos Mor Baselious Thomas first. we are pleased to raise 
this church to the status of ‘litho Rabtho’ (‘Valiya Palli’ in 
Malayalam). From now onwards this church shall be known as: 
St. Stephen’s Beth Aniyo Valiya Palli. 

Our dear spiritual children. on this occasion. we exhort 
you with St. Paul the Apostle: ‘‘Never lag in zeal. be fervent in 
the Spirit and serve the Lord.” (Romans 12:11) Follow the 
good example of your Patron Saint: Mor Sthephanos Sohdo who 
bore witness in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be true 
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Speech At Mar Athanasios College‏ 
Kothamangalam‏ 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. the 
One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ Catholicos 
Mor Baselios Thomas 1. Their Eminences the Metropolitans. and 
our beloved spiritual children: the Reverend clergy. dear staff and 
students of our ‘Mor Athanasius’ institutions and the all the other 
faithful who have gathered here. 

We are very happy to be with you all again at this blessed 
college in the name of Saint Mor Athanasious Paulose. We were 
able to visit this institution. situated on this beautiful mount. during 
our early Apostolic visits in 1982 and 2004 also. Now also. you 
have received us joyfully along with our assistant metropolitans 
and the other delegates from the Holy throne. who have 
accompanied us in this Apostolic visit. We understand your 
extreme love and concern for us. God has blessed you all and this 
whole region. especially through the prayers of Saint Mor 
Baselious Eldho and Mor Athanasios Paulose. And this College has 
grown to a famous center of academic excellence 1 Kerala. As we 
understand. there are four colleges of excellence namely. an Arts 
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and Science College. a prestigious Engineering College. and a 
training college in the same campous. along with an International 
school and another college at Adimali. We learned that the Arts 
College is one of the best in Kerala and accredited with ‘A’ Grade 
in India. The able leadership of Dr. Vinny Varghese - the principal 
of the college. the dedicated teachers and staff were instrumental 
for all these achievements. Also. our Mor Athanasius Engineering 
college is first of its kind in the whole of Asia. run by Christian 
community in private sector. Our church is proud of it and we 
congratulate the College association and all its gracious efforts and 
achievements. In this context we are delighted to inaugurate this 
Mor Baselious Yeldho training college. We hope and pray that. 
may it grow to the highest levels for the training of the youth and to 
mould them up as teachers of deep social commitment. May the 
prayers of Saint Mor Baselious Yeldho be with you all to achieve 
the overall success of it. 

Another thing. we are entrusted with. is to release a huge 
volume on Bar litto Hakimo Commander Professor M.P. Varghese. 
a well reputed educationist. who was chiefly behind all the 
achievements of the Mor Athanasius Institutions. May God provide 
him with long life and empower him to achieve more and more 
victory. We congratulate him and his efficient team. 

We once again would congratulate and bless the Mor 
Athanasious College Association. its supporters and the all 
associated with it. Also we congratulate our beloved brother in 
Christ: Catholicos Mor Baselious Thomas first — its patron. and His 
Eminence Mor Aphrem Mathews — the Chairman 01 the 
Association. for their able leadership. 

Our dearly beloved. let us submit ourselves to the will of God 
as His obedient servants. Let us submit ourselves to be the 
instruments 111 His hand to fulfil His noble purposes through each 
one of us. May God Almighty bless you all. 
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Christian responsibility to share the love of God to our 
society especially with those who are marginalized and 
discriminated. There are so many social issues around us to 
respond. We would recommend a ‘social action forum’ to 
analyze any social issues and to recommend a clear stand of 
the Church on that particular issue. If we want to be a 
witnessing community. we should be ready to fight for 
justice in the society. It is very unfortunate to see that some 
people are looking for just name and positions only. We 
need to be more alert and responsive to the social evils. 
otherwise it will gradually deviate us from our call of 
Christian witnessing. Christian Church has always 16 
known for its charity works. And we are happy that our 
Church in India has many orphanages. hospitals. old age 
homes. centers for mentally challenged. — rehabilitation 
centers etc.. We also have other educational institutions to 
cater to the needs of the people. But we should not forget 
our primary aim which is to serve the Lord by serving the 
people. 

We are going through a period where peace is disturbed 
and destroyed in many places around the world. Only when 
a man’s relationship with God is proper. he can enjoy real 
peace of mind. Only a God-fearing man can face the 
challenges of life boldly. A man who accepts God as_ his 
creator and accepting and following our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. will be able to see his fellow beings also. as the 
children of God. and love them as his brothers and sisters. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ commanded us to love God and to 
love our neighbours as ourselves. And where there is_ love 
there will be peace. That is peace with God. peace within us 
and peace with our neighbours. We all have to work with 
unity to achieve peace in this world. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
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declares. “Blessed are the peacemakers. for they will be 
called the children of God” (St: Mathew 5:9). Let us all 
strive to be at peace with God and with one another and 
become worthy children of God. 

May this gathering enable us to materialize this vision. 

May God bless you all. 
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and election to the different bodies there-of. were an epoch- 
making event in the recent history of our Church in 
Malankara. This has provided a new identity and energy to 
our Church. When we participate in this meeting let us 1 
re-affirm our historical. canonical. theological and_ liturgical 
connection with the See of Antioch. All of you should 
continue to work together under the spiritual guidance of his 
Beatitude and the other metropolitans in India for your 
spiritual prosper and for the progress of our church. The 
Working Committee and the Managing Committee should 
work along with The Holy Synod in a_ well-disciplined 
manner. for the prosperity of the Holy Church. We should 
be well equipped to face the challenges of the modern times. 
The Holy Church should stand always as a corrective force 
in the society. Then only we can effectively witness our 
Lord to the society around us. We admonish you to be 
transparent in your dealings and not to give any chance for 
allegations or corruption. nepotism or selfishness in our 
Church matters. 

Since we have many new Metropolitans and new 
Dioceses in our Church in Malankara. we think it Is 
necessary to give some guidelines for the — effective 
functioning of the church. 

Is As you know. each Diocesan Metropolitan $ 
directly accountable to the Holy Regional Episcopal Synod. 
headed by His Beatitude the Catholicos. All the bishops 
should respect and obey the Catholicos and cooperate with 
him in the administration of our Church in Malankara. as its 


Regional Head. 
2 Each diocese in Malankara. has ܝܢܝ‎ be 


strengthened under the leadership of its Metropolitan. 
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> Each Diocesan Council should adopt proper 
projects that are helpful for the progress of that particular 
Diocese. 


4. The Managing Committee and the Working 
Committee of the Church. in which all Dioceses have 
representation. will monitor the progress of each Diocese. 

3: At the centre you should have a General Fund 
generated from different sources. And a part of that should 
be distributed to all dioceses according to their necessity. 
More care should be given to those Dioceses which are in 
their early stage of formation and is in need of financial 
Support. 

6. We want to remind you all that. it is _ not 
building the parishes. but building the faith-based 
community that is needed today. Hence adopt the ways and 
means by which we can educate our people in the Faith and 
Traditions of our Holy Church. Protect and safe-guard the 
Faith that has been handed down to you by our forefathers. 
Watch carefully. against any _ penetration of perverted 
doctrines and teachings among our people. 

7. Educated and well-trained Clergy is an asset of 
our Church. So priestly education is very important. By the 
Grace of God. our Church has got a well-reputed Seminary 
here. We advise all the Dioceses to make use of it by 
offering scholarships and financial aid to the seminarians. 
Also there should be regular in-service training given to the 
Clergy at the Diocesan level. 

Dearly beloved. 

There is a social dimension also for the Church. We see 
in the book of the Acts of Apostles. the nature of the early 
Christianity which was sharing their property and wealth 
with all others who were needy among them. It is our 
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JACOBITE SYRIAN CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION 


25'"-October-2008).(Kothamangalam 

In the Name of the Father. Son and the Holy Spirit. 

the one true God Amen. 

Our beloved brother-in-Christ His Beatitude Baselios 
Thomas first Catholicos. Your Graces. Very Rev 
Corepiscopos. Very Reverend Dayroye. Reverend Priests 
and the representatives from different parishes of our Church 
in Malankara. 

We are extremely happy to preside over the Jacobite 
Syrian Christian Association at this historical place of 
Kothamangalam. where the tomb of Mor Baselios Yeldho 
exists. We remember. during our last visit. God gave us the 
opportunity to convene the meeting of the Jacobite Syrian 
Christian Association at  Mulanthuruthy. We ~ would 
congratulate you all for all the achievements of the church 
until now. When we stand here. we recall that. it was the late 
lamented Patriarch Peter the Fourth of blessed memory. who 
organized the Jacobite Syrian Christian Association in 1876. 
and paved the way for a democratic system in our Church in 
Malankara. India is the largest democratic country 11 the 
world. It 1s proper that our church in India also adopt the 
path of democratic way of functioning. The _ particular 
feature of our church's administration is that we maintain 
both Episcopacy and democracy in a balanced manner. We 
are happy to see that the church in India is progressing under 
the eminent leadership of our brother in Christ. His beatitude 
Thomas. First Catholicos. The great organizing capacity. 
dynamic leadership and vision of his Beatitude have opened 
a new era in our church. Formulation of 2002 Constitution 
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Continue to be good examples for all in faith as well as in 
charity works. for faith without deed is dead. Follow the 
good example of St. Mary and be devoted to God always 
and submit yourself to His will at all times. Always 
remember that it is not the one who just calls ‘Lord. Lord’. 
but the one who really does the will of God the Father in 
Heaven. who becomes worthy to enter the kingdom of 
Heaven. Let all people see your good works and_ glorify 
God. And may God bless you all. 
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Speech At Manarcad 


In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit: 


the One True God. Amen. 
Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 


Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences our 
Beloved Metropolitans. Very Rev. Corepiscopos — and 
Rambachans. Reverend Priests and Deacons. Devoted Nuns 


and our beloved spiritual children. 
We are very happy to visit this blessed cathedral once 


again. We recall our visiting this cathedral earlier in 1982 
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and in 2004 during our First and Third Apostolic Visits 0 
India. In 1982. we consecrated the Holy Mooron 04] this 
church. assisted by the late Catholicos of the East Mor 
Baselios Paulose the Second of blessed memory. And during 
our second visit to this Cathedral in 2004. we offered Holy 
Qurbono here. and were pleased to declare this Cathedral a 
‘Universal Pilgrim Centre’. We have pleasant memories of 
the same. And now this 1s our third visit to this Cathedral. 

People from all over India. irrespective of — their 
religion come and pray here. beseeching the intercession of 
St. Mary. the Mother of our Lord and God Jesus Christ. and 
they return blessed and happy. And we are also very glad to 
understand from our beloved © Brother-in-Christ — His 
Beatitude Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I and from our 
beloved Metropolitan His Eminence Mor  Themotheos 
Thomas of Kottayam that this parish has always upheld the 
true apostolic faith and = practices of our Syrian Orthodox 
Church of Antioch. You have remained loyal to our Holy 
Apostolic See of Antioch and all the East and to us even 
When the enemies of our Holy Church tried to. create 
problems for you. Your = spiritual organisations are 
functioning Well and you are doing much charity works. You 
are also running good educational institutions. Your St. 
Mary’s College. for which we laid the foundation stone in 
1982. is now a well established college. With great joy we 
congratulate and bless you for all your achievements to this 
day. 


Beloved in our Lord: God has indeed blessed you much 
through the intercession of St. Mary the Mother of God. So. 
you all have to be most thankful to God for His great 
blessings and mercies upon you. You must all continue to 
remain firm in the apostolic faith of our Holy Church. 
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Speech At Puthupally Church 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences our 
Beloved Metropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos and 
Rambachans. Reverend Priests and Deacons. Devoted Nuns. 
Distinguished Guests. and our beloved spiritual children. 

St. Paul the Apostle says in his Epistle to the Romans 
(Chapter 8. Verse 35): “Who. shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Tribulation or distress. or persecution. or famine. 
or nakedness. or danger. or sword?” True to his declaration. 
nothing separated him from the love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. and he sacrificed everything. even his life. to witness 
our Lord Jesus. As we stand here today. in this new house of 
prayer. we glorify God Almighty with great joy; because we 
stand with a people who are the living examples of the great 
sacrifice of St. Paul the Apostle. Our beloved — spiritual 
children — the Reverend Clergy and all the Faithful of our St. 
George Parish. here — we know the many hardships and _ the 
heavy losses that you had to suffer to ani ܡ‎ true faith. 
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Our beloved Brother-in-Christ His Beatitude Catholicos Mor 
Baselios Thomas I and the Metropolitan of your Diocese. 
His Eminence Mor Themotheos Thomas have explained to 
us about it. You lost all your possessions but you never gave 
up the true apostolic faith and traditions of our Holy Syrian 
Orthodox Church of Antioch. And instead of all that you 
lost. the merciful God has today blessed you with a 
wonderful place to worship Him - this new church. God 
never forsakes those who trust and remain in Him! God $ 
indeed with you! 

On this blessed occasion. we congratulate and_ bless 
each and every one of you who have worked hard to 
complete the construction of this house of prayer for God. 
May He lead you in the paths of righteousness all through 
your lives and always protect you from all evil. And may 
God bless you all through the intercession of St. Mary the 
Mother of God. St. Peter the Chief of the Apostles. St. 
Thomas the Apostle of India and your Patron Saint St. 
George the Martyr. Amen. 


ܩܰܕ݁ܺܝ̣ܫܽܘ̣ܬ̣ܶܗ ܣܳܥܰܪ EX LAY, LAS‏ ܡܰܪܝܰܡ 


oS aA es — sh TORS [ee wis i < ܡܝܢ‎ 


ܡܰܪܝܰܚܡ܆ ܕܡܰܪܥܰܚܝܼܬܐ Mandarcadu ties, Kottayam‏ 
ܬܐ ܡܕ݂ܰܒ݂ܪܳܢܺܘ̣ܬ݂ܶܗ ܝ ele < San)‏ ܒ ܒܢ ܠܐ ܝ Joro‏ 
ܚܢܰܝܢ Woy (05s LEX; ELS‏ ܒܡܰܥܰܠܬ݁ܰܢ ISS}‏ ܕܡܳܝܪܝ 

ܓܶܚ ܘܰܪܓܺܝ̣ܣ܆ ܝ }33 ae‏ ܡܙܺܝܓܠܳܝ̈ܢܗܽܘ̇ܢ܆ ܢܳܩܦܺܝܢܢ ܠܪܰܣܺܢܘ̣ܩܬ݁ܐ 
cola RS Cad, ING,‏ ܘܳܐ ܒܢ ܣܢ voy SSL) 213 SS‏ 
ܘܰܚܢܰܝܢ ܕܶܝܝܢ ܐܶܬ݂ܐܠܶܝܨܢ BESS RSS‏ 2 ܒܰܝܪܓܶܠ ܠܪܰܕ݂ܳܝܬ݁ܳܐ ܕܩܰܕ݁ܺܝ̣ܫܺܝܘ̣ܬ݂ܶܗ 


] 9 4 ome 
OOS 2008 hia [230.6 05 oa Shi ress [Rie |15:39505 


¡ܡܡ|_~_ܡ_ܡ_ܡ_-_-~-~,- ܣ 


Speech At Kumarakom Church 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences our 
Beloved Méetropolitans. Very Rev. Corepiscopos and 
Rambachans. Reverend Priests and Deacons. Devoted Nuns 
and our beloved spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be with you here today. This 
church in the name of St. John the Baptist has a_ very 
important place in the history of our Holy Syrian Orthodox 
Church in India. In the Nineteen Seventies. when the faith 
and the existence of our Holy Church in India were in 
question. this parish was in the forefront in defending the 
true apostolic faith and traditions of our Holy Church under 
the leadership of one of the great Syriac scholars of India. 
the late Very Rev. Corepiscopo Punnoose Vaithara. your 
Vicar then. Just as St. John the Baptist bore witness to our 
Lord Jesus Christ without fear. you also stood firm in your 
faith and loyalty to our Holy Apostolic See of Antioch 
without any fear. And together with the late Chevalier Eapen 
Thomas of the blessed Palampadam family you gave good 
leadership to defend the apostolic faith and sacred traditions 
of our Holy Church against its enemies. Your strong 1 
gave great courage to others also to remain steadfast in the 
true faith. We appreciate your good faith and loyalty to our 


Holy See of Antioch and to us. 
On this occasion. we exhort you with St. Paul the 


Apostle: “Never lag in zeal. be fervent in the Spirit. serve 
the Lord.” (Romans 12:11) Follow the good example of 
your Patron Saint St. John the Baptist who bore witness to 
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our Lord Jesus. the Lord of Truth. Be true witnesses of our 
Lord Jesus. Abide in Him always and He shall protect you 
from all evil. And may He bless you all. 
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Speech At panampady Church 
In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. the 
One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas |. Your Eminences our 
Beloved Metropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos — and 
Rambachans. Reverend Priests and Deacons. Devoted Nuns 
and our beloved spiritual children. 

It gives us great joy to be with you today at this 
blessed church. This is a church which has been the 
residence of some of the true leaders of our Holy Church in 
India. The late Malankara Metropolitan. the saintly sage. 
Mor Coorilos Paulose spent the last days of his life here. It 1s 
significant to note that when the enemies of our Holy 
Church persecuted him. this church gladly received him. His 
mortal remains are interred here and his tomb is a source of 
blessing for all. So too. the blessed tomb of the late 
lamented Metropolitan Mor Dionysius Michael. whose great 
faith in. and loyalty to our Holy Apostolic See of Antioch 
was and. still is. a source of inspiration to all. is also situated 
at this church. The fact that these blessed Fathers of our 
Holy Church in India chose to stay at this church shows the 
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love and consideration of the members of this church 
towards God’s servants. It also reveals their firm love and 
loyalty to our Holy Apostolic See of Antioch and All the 
East and to us. Our beloved spiritual children: God shall 
surely reward you for your love and loyalty to your spiritual 
Fathers and to our Holy See of Antioch. 

And on this blessed occasion. we exhort you all to follow the 
life of prayer of Saint Coorilos Paulose and to remain steadfast in 
the apostolic faith and traditions of our Holy Syrian Orthodox 
Church of Antioch like the late Metropolitan Mor Dionysius 
Michael of blessed memory. May God hear your prayers and see 
your faith and bless you all. Amen. 
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See 


The Patron Saint of this church is St. George the 
Martyr who is a model for sacrifice and sufferings. He 
witnessed our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ with his own 
blood. May he be an example for you to face all hardships 
with courage taking refuge in our Lord. Our Lord declared 
that the temple of God is a ‘house of prayer for all’. So if 
you come and pray here with faith and reverence for God. 
you will surely be blessed. May this house of prayer — this 
new church — be a source of blessing to all who come here 
and pray. May the God in Heaven hear and answer your 
prayers and bless you all. Amen. 
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metropolitans. and especially His Eminence Mor Gregorious 
Kuriakose. the metropolitan in charge of this parish. We 
extend our Apostolic blessings to you all. May God Bless 
you. 
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Speech At Thiruvalla 
In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


the One True God. Amen. 
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Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences our 
beloved Metropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos and 
Rambachans. Reverend Priests. Deacons. Dedicated Nuns 
and our beloved spiritual children. 

We recall with joy our visiting this parish of our 
Niranam Diocese and offering Holy Qurbono here during 
our First Apostolic Visit to India in 1982 when the late 
lamented Metropolitan Mor Coorilos Kuriakose was in 
charge of our Niranam. Thumpamon and Kollam Dioceses. 
At that time this was a small chapel. We are now happy to 
see your growth and to consecrate this new and_ beautiful 
church that you have built for the glory of God and the 
edification of the faithful. It is worthy to note that you have 
achieved this growth in the midst of many hardships. You 
had to suffer much persecution from the enemies of our 
Holy Church to protect the true apostolic faith and traditions 
of our Holy Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch. And you 
had to suffer much loss. But God has been with you in all 
your sufferings and has blessed you just as He blessed Job 
the Just. after his trials and tribulations. 

We appreciate your steadfast love and loyalty to our 
Holy Apostolic See of Antioch and All the East and to us. 
And we congratulate and bless our beloved Metropolitan His 
Eminence Mor Coorilos Geevarghese of Niranam and all the 
Reverend Clergy and the Laity of the Diocese of Niranam. 
and especially. the members of this. parish for _ their 
achievement in building this big and beautiful church. And 
in view of the importance of this church to our Niranam 
Diocese. we now declare it a ‘Cathedral’. May this be a 
blessing to you all. 
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KOTTAYAM.SPEECH AT OTHARA‏ 

In the name of the Father. The Son and The Holy 
Spirit. the one true God. 

Our beloved brother in Christ. Catholicos Mor 
Baselious Thomas I. The Chief Metropolitan of the Knanaya 
Arch diocese. Archbishop Mor Severious Kuriakose. Your 
Eminences. Very Reverend Corepiscopos. The reverend 
vicars of this church. Reverend priests. deacons respected 
nuns. and our dearly beloved faithful of this church. 

We are very happy to be here with you all in this 
blessed church. This is our second visit to this church. We 
are proud of our Knanaya community. The presence of the 
Knanaya Community here is the strongest proof for the 
centuries old connection of the Malankara Syrian church 
with the Holy Universal Syrian Orthodox Church © of 
Antioch. We are happy to note that you had always upheld 
your love for. and strong allegiance to the Holy Petrine 
throne and to us. We congratulate you all for that. 

Now as requested by you. we would be happy to 
inaugurate the Regional Office of the Mor Ignatius Zakka 
Charitable Society. As we understand it is a Global 
Institution with Regional Offices in different countries 
around the world. with its headquarters in the Patriarchate 
in Damascus. Syria. In the Gospel of St.Mathew chapter 25. 
verses 34. our Lord explains our duty to the poor ones and 
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the necessity for caring the less privileged brothern of our 
society. We are responsible for feeding the hungry. giving 
shelter for the homeless. clothing the naked. healing the sick 
and giving relief to the captives. Our lord says. only such a 
person can enter the Kingdom of Heaven. We_ understand 
that this charitable society is being formed with such a noble 
purpose. and that. it will endeavour to extend their 
benevolent services on a global basis. We congratulate the 
organisers and the well wishers of it. We advice you all to 
cooperate with this sacred mission. And May God guide you 
to fulfil the gracious vision of its organisers in an effective 
manner. 

We congratulate all the priests. the office bearers and 
the faithful members of this church. the present as well as 
past. for all your hither-to achievements. We appreciate the 
sincere services rendered by the late Chevalier 
P.A.Mathews. former member of this church. who has 
extended his valuable services not only to the Knanaya 
community but to the Malankara Syrian church in general. 
May God console and delight his soul. Also his brother. 
Commander P.A. Jacob is doing sincere services to our 
church here. As we learn. Commander P.A.Jacob is donating 
the land for building the Regional office complex of the 
charitable society. We congratulate and bless him and all his 
family members. Another important person standing behind 
the Charity mission is our beloved Commander A.P Scaria. 
who has formulated this gracious idea of the charitable 
society. May God bless him and his endeavours. 

We thank you all for inviting us to this church. We 
entreat you all to obey and cooperate with His Eminence 
Mor Severious  Kuriakose. The Chief Metropolitan 0 
Archbishop of the Knanaya Archdioces. all your other 
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Speech At Pathanamthitta: 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences our 
beloved Méetropolitans. Very Rev.  Corepiscopos and 
Rambachans Reverend Priests and Deacons. Dedicated 
Nuns and our beloved spiritual children. 

We stand before you with great joy and with great 
gratitude to God. Until recently. we did not have a church in 
this important town of Pathanamthitta in southern’ Kerala. 
This town is the headquarters of the Pathanamthitta District 
which is religiously important. Manjinikkara Dayro. where 
the Syrian Christians as well as other devotees from all over 
the world gather at the annual Feast of St. Elias the Third 1s 
in this District. Sabarimala. another place in the District. is a 
well-known pilgrim centre of the Hindus. Maramon. the 
place where the Marthoma Syrian Christians gather every 
year for their great gospel convention is also in this District. 
The construction of this church in this town which 1$ the 
headquarters of this important District is a real achievement. 
We congratulate and bless His Eminence Metropolitan Mor 


Meletheose Yuhanon of our Thumpamon Diocese and _ all 
others — the Clergy as well as the Laity — who have worked 
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hard to complete the construction of this church. and 
especially. all members of the family who donated the land 
for building this church. On_ this occasion. we _ also 
remember with gratitude the sincere and dedicated service 
rendered by the late lamented Metropolitan Mor Coorilos 
Kuriakose of our Niranam. Thumpamon = 24110 Kollam 
Dioceses who stood firm in the faith and practices of our 
Holy Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch and strengthened 
others also 111 the true faith. 

Beloved children: Be thankful to God for all Huis 
blessings and mercies upon you. and always abide in Him. 
At the dedication of the temple of Jerusalem. King Solomon 
prayed: “Let this holy place be an abode of comfort to all 
those who come here 111 faith and dedication.” (I Kings 8:28- 
30). Let these words come true for this church also. 

Another thing we would like to mention is that. though 
this time we are not visiting the diocese of Kollam. we are 
happy to learn that our Kollam diocese is making good 
progress under the leadership of His Eminence Mor 
Theodosios Mathews. And we understand that by his able 
leadership a beautiful church has been built at Kundara. The 
members of that church has worked hard to protect our true 
faith and allegiance to the Holy throne by suffering much 
hardships. By considering the importance of that church. we 
hereby declare that church a Cathedral. Now onwards it 
will be known as St.Mary’s Jacobite Syrian Cathedral. 
Kundara. We congratulate all the members of that church. 
Continue to uphold your true faith and allegiance to the Holy 
throne. May God bless you all. 
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In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ. 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Your Eminences Mor 
Severios Kuriakose the Archbishop and Chief Metropolitan 
of the Knanaya Archdiocese and all our other beloved 
Metropolitans. Very Reverend Corepiscopos. Reverend 
Priests and Deacons. Respected Nuns and our beloved 
spiritual children: 

We are very glad to visit you all once again. Our 
Knanaya Archdiocese has a unique place in our Universal 
Syrian Orthodox Church. In AD 345. as directed by the then 
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East. a group of Syrian 
Christians from and around Urhoi — that is. the present-day 
Urfa in Turkey — came and settled in Kerala under the 
leadership of Bishop Joseph of Urhoi and St. Knai Thoma. 
Though these immigrants remained as > 4 particular 
community. they. and the native Christians of Kerala. 
continued as part of the one Syrian Orthodox Church 1 
India under the Holy See of Antioch and All the East. The 
coming of the Syrian Christians from Urhoi — who are now 
known also as the Knanites — strengthened the relationship 
of the native Christians with the Holy See of Antioch. The 
Knanaya community is a_ living testimony of the ܝܪܒܓ‎ 
ancient relationship of the Syrian Church in India with the 
Holy See of Antioch. 

The Knanaya community has contributed much for the 
welfare of our Holy Church in India. Very Rev. 1 
0 pman Kathanar in the 17" century. Mr. E. M. Philip in 
the 19" century and the Late Lamented Chiet Metropolitan 
of the East Mor Clemis Abraham in the 207 century. are a 
few of the eminent personalities from the Knanaya 
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community who gave good leadership for our Holy Church 
in India in times of crises. In 1910. one of our predecessors- 
in-office. the late Patriarch Mor Abdulla II of blessed 
memory constituted the Knanaya community as a_ Diocese. 
And in 2007. considering the growth of the Diocese. we 
were pleased to grant it the status of an Archdiocese. We are 
happy to note that the Knanaya Archdiocese is making great 
progress under the able leadership of Their Eminences Mor 
Severios Kuriakose. Mor  Gregorios Kuriakose. Mor 
Selvanos Ayub and Mor Ivanios Kuriakose. 

Beloved in our Lord: God has indeed blessed you 
much through the ages. So. always be thankful to our Lord 
and God Jesus Christ and remain’ obedient to His 
commandments. Just as our Lord loves and blesses you. you 
should also love Him and one another and remain united. 
Continue to be true witnesses of our Lord by loving and 
respecting all. And never forget works of charity. Obey the 
canonical pastoral orders of your Metropolitans who labour 
in our Lord for your welfare. And. thus. the grace of our 
Lord shall always be with you. May God bless you all. 
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reconcile human being to God and the other between human 
beings. In the modern age human faces various problems. 
and hence they all are in need of a priest’s services and 
consolation and = guidance than ever before. Another 
challenge that the modern Christianity faces is the growth of 
new-new sectarian groups. which mislead and exploit the 
spiritual thirst of the innocent people. In such an arena the 
importance and necessity of priestly ministry is very much 
indispensable. 

We pray Almighty God that may He empower you and 
give you the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to fulfill this 
mission. May God Bless you all. 

In this context. for a priest to effectively fulfil his 
ministry. he should be follow the model of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We would like to quote from John Chapter 10. verse 
11. Our Lord said: “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd gives his life for the sheep”. 

f our Lord joy to be present at this solemn occasion of 
the consecration of this cathedral named after St.Athanasius 

defender of faith and inauguration of two wings of the 
patriarchal centre. This is the third we visit to this place. We 
still remember your love and affection showed me when 
we visited last time here. We are thoroughly impressed with 
the progress of our church here after His beatitude got 
ordained as catholicose. 

The patriarchal centre and this cathedral are the 
outcome of relentless work of His Beatitude Baselios 
Thomas first. and it 1s the living example of His Beatitude 
great organizing capacity. Indeed this mew venture has 
provided anew identity to the church in India .we specially 
congratulate His beatitude in this occasion for _ his 
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outstanding leadership and his vision for our church in 
India. 

We realise that this is the first church named after the 
late metropolitan Paulose MOR  Athanasius.St.Athanaius 
was known for his pious and prayerful life. His love and 
loyality towards the sea of Antioch is worth mentioning. He 
spent his whole life for maintaining the historical connection 
of the malankara church with the sea of Antioch. He had to 
face lot of oppositions in this regard. 

At this occasion of consecration of this church we 
exhort you uphold his pious life in your life as well. His holy 
life should become a model for us. In the letter of Hebrew 
12:14 Holiness . without which no man _ should see the 
Lord. Holiness is the essential character of Christian life. It 
iS process of turning into the image of god. In this modern 
world where meterilism and consumerism are becoming the 
order of the day. it 1s difficult to lead holy life. 

But one can maintain holiness in his or her life through 
complete submission to God. It is through ceaseless prayer 
and continues meditation. one person is becoming holy. Let 
us consecrate our body and mind to Lord Jesus Christ with 
consecration of this church. May the prayer of St.Athnasius 
enable us to be holy in front of our lord. Once again we 
thank you all especially His Beatitude for providing us _ this 
opportunity to take part consecration ceremony. 

May God bless you. : .‏ 
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In the Name of _ the father. Son 77 the Holy Spirit. the 
one true God Amen. 

Your Beatititude Baselios Thomas first catholicose. 
your graces. Very Reverend  cor-episcopos. very rev. 
rambachens. rev. Priests and deacons 

We are very happy to be here with you all for this 
meeting of all our clergy of our different parishes of the 
Malankara church. Priests are the backbone of the church. 
The church grows and develop through the ministry of 
priests. We congratulate all of you for upholding the true 
Apostolic faith and traditions of the Syrian Orthodox Church 
of Antioch and all the east. We lean that many of you had to 
suffer different sorts of struggles including physical tortures 
for this cause. 

The basic call of a priest 1s to continue and fulfill the 
ministry of reconciliation of our Lord and = saviour Jesus 
Christ. In Ephesians chapter 2 verse 16. we read: “He might 
reconcile them both to God in one body through the 
cross’. Priests are called to reconcile the lost sheep back to 
the true fold of our heavenly shepherd. So each priest has the 
responsibility to fulfill this in the parishes given to him. 
There are two aspects of this reconciliation. One 1$ to 
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Speech At Rakkad Church 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Their Eminences the 
Metropolitans. and our beloved spiritual children: the Very 
Reverend Corepiscopos. the Reverend Vicars of this church. 
Priests. Deacons. Nuns and our beloved spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be with you all in this blessed 
church. in the name of St. Mary. the mother of God. This 
church founded by the © saintly father Mor _ Ivanios 
Hidayathulla had always stood steadfast in its true Apostolic 
faith upholding its strong allegiance to the Holy see of 
Antioch and All The East. You have now received us 
joyfully along with our assistant metropolitans and the other 
delegates of the Holy throne. who have accompanied us in 
this Apostolic visit. We understand your extreme love and 
your concern for us and to the Holy throne of St. Peter. God 
has blessed you all and this whole region through the 
Intercession of the Holy virgin mother of God. and that of its 
founder father. This church is considered to be a_ blessed 
pilgrim centre for numerous people. not only to Christians 
but also for those belonging to different religions even from 
distant places. who come here and pray beseeching the 
intercession of St. Mary the Mother of God. Many seek 
blessings through their vows and offerings to this church. 
God our merciful Lord blesses them all by opening His 
heavenly treasures. 

On this occasion. we congratulate all of you for your 
achievements to this day and entreat all of you to follow the 
example of St. Mary. Always meditate her complete 
submission to the will of God. Lead a life of prayer. and be 
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always merciful to our fellow brothers We would remind 
you. what the blessed Apostle St. Paul advices us in 
Ephesians Chapter 6. verses 13 to 18: “Put on the full 
armor of God. so that when the day of evil comes. you 
may be able to stand your ground. and after you have 
done everything. to stand. Stand firm then. by wearing 
the belt of truth around your waist. with the breast-plate 
of righteousness in place. and with your feet fitted with 
the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In 
addition to all this. take up the shield of faith. ........ 
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit. 
which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind. be alert and always keep on praying for ` 117 

Our dear spiritual children. we pray our Lord Jesus to 
hear your prayers. to see your good works and to reward you 
not only in this world but also in the world to come. May 
God bless you all. 
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hardships you have remained loyal to our Holy Apostolic 
See of Antioch and All the East. This church has a 
prominent place in the history of our whole Church in India. 
Patriarchal Delegates sent from the Holy See of Antioch 
have visited and stayed at this church. The mortal remains of 
the late lamented Maphrian Mor Baselios Sacralla. whom 
we have declared a Saint. are entombed at this church. This 
tomb is a source of blessing for those who seek his 
intercession. The blessed tomb of the fourth native 
Metropolitan of our Holy Church in India — Mor Thoma IV - 
is also. situated at this church. Two of our present 
Metropolitans — Their Eminences Mor Ivanios Mathews. of 
Kandanad and Mor Clemis' Kuriakose of Idukki - are 
members of this parish. Our beloved Church Secretary Bar 
Eto Mheero Commander Thambu George Thukalan also 
belongs to this parish. This parish is also the mother-parish 
of other parishes in and around Kandanad. In view of the 
importance of this church. we have declared it a Cathedral. 

On this blessed occasion. we exhort you to rededicate 
yourselves to God and to His Holy Church and to continue 
to work hard to protect the apostolic faith and practices of 
our Holy Church. And we admonish you with St. Paul the 
Apostle: “Be steadfast. unmoveable. always abounding in 
the work of the Lord for as much as you know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (First Epistle to the 
Corinthians Chapter Fifteen. verse Fifty-eight) May God 
bless you all. 
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Speech At Kandanad Church 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Their Eminences the 
Metropolitans. Very Reverend Corepiscopos. Priests and 
Deacons. Respected Nuns and our beloved - spiritual 
children. 

have great pleasure to be with you this day. Our St. 
Mary's Jacobite Syrian Church. Kandanad. has always 
upheld the true faith and practices of our Holy 1 
Orthodox Church of Antioch. Even in the midst of many 
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Speech At Bethel Suloko Church. Perumbavoor 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas fe Their 
Eminences the Metropolitans. Very Reverend 
Corepiscopos. Priests and Deacons. Nuns and _ our 
beloved spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be with you this 
morning. We had _ visited this church as a Metropolitan 1 
1964. along with my Predecessor Moran Mor _ Ignatius 
Yakoub III of blessed memory. We _ remember _ that 
during our first Apostolic Visit to India in 1982. you had 
arranged everything to receive us in this parish. But due 
to the troubles made by the other faction. we were able 
to bless you only from the outside. on our way to the 
Stadium where you gave us a royal reception. 

As we understand. this church was founded in 1903 in 
the name of St. Thomas. Ever since. the members of this 
church have remained loyal to our Holy See of Antioch and All 
the East. It is noteworthy that the relics of Mor Kaumo has been 
placed in this church in 1923 by St. Osthatheos Sleeba. the 
then Patriarchal Delegate. We are pleased to note that you 
are supporting and promoting all ܨ ܝ‎ activities or = 
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Ankamaly Diocese in this Region. You have struggled a lot in 
the past because of the unfortunate division that happened in our 
Church in India. Even some of you had to go to prison 
because of that. But you were able to remain in_ the 
Apostolic faith even to this day. This parish — strongly 
Supported and strengthened our people in this region. who 
were loyal to the See of Antioch during the periods of 
trouble. We also congratulate all our people. especially the 
youth of this parish. who suffered. in-order-to remain loyal to 
the see of Antioch. We are also happy to note that this is the 
home-parish of our beloved Metropolitan Mor Theethose Yeldho 
of our American Archdiocese. 

Hence. after considering all the above facts. and as per 
the recommendation of His Beatitude the Catholicos. we 
now honour this parish by granting the title. "Cathedral". 
May this be a blessing to you all. 

On this occasion. we congratulate all of you for your 
achievements to this day and entreat all of you to follow the 
example of Mor Kaumo who was steadfast in fasting and 
prayer. In the same way. you all should lead a life of prayer. 
and always be merciful to the poor and to the needy. As 
Apostle Paul told us. "Never lack in zeal. but keep your 
spiritual zeal. serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope. patient 
in suffering. faithful in prayer.(Romans | 2:1 1-12). 

We pray our Lord Jesus. to hear your prayers. and to 
see your good works. and to reward you. not only in this 
world. but also in the world to come. May God bless you all. 
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On this occasion. we congratulate all of you for your 
achievements to this day and entreat all of you to follow the 
example of St. Mary. Her submission to God’s will was 
complete. and she became worthy to be the Mother of. our 
Lord and God Jesus Christ. In the same way. you all should 
submit yourselves to our Lord Jesus and always obey His 
commandments and He shall be with you at all times. Lead a 
life of prayer. and always be merciful to the poor and to the 
needy. We pray our Lord Jesus to hear your prayers and to 
see your good works and to reward you not only in this 
world but also in the world to come. May God bless you all. 
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Speech At Thamarachal Church 


In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the One True God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude. our beloved Brother-in-Christ 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I. Their Eminences the 
Metropolitans. Very Reverend Corepiscopos. Priests and 
Deacons. Nuns and our beloved spiritual children. 

We are very happy to be with you this evening. We had 
visited this church during our first Apostolic Visit to India in 
1982. As we understand. this church was founded in 1903. 
Ever since. the members of this church have remained 
faithful to the faith and practices of our Syrian Orthodox 
Church of Antioch. You have also remained loyal to our 
Holy See of Antioch and All the East to the present day. 
And God has blessed you much during the past One 
Hundred and Five years. A portion of the Zoonoro of St. 
Mary was placed in this church in 1988. And this church is 
considered to be a blessed pilgrim centre for those who 
come here and pray beseeching the intercession of St. Mary 
the Mother of God. From humble beginnings you _ have 
grown into a well-established Parish which is a model for 
all. We are also pleased to note that you are very obedient to 
our beloved Brother-in-Christ His Beatitude Catholicos Mor 
Baselios Thomas I who 1s also your Diocesan Metropolitan. 
We also understand from His Beatitude that this parish 1s the 
mother-parish of six other parishes. So as recommended by 
His Beatitude. we now honour this parish with the title. 
“Valiya Pally”. May this be a blessing to you all. 
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1909. Holy Mooron was consecrated at this Church two 
times — by Patriarch Mor Peter IV and by Patriarch Mor 
Abdulla HU. Three blessed Metropolitans sent by the Holy 
See of Antioch are entombed here — Mor Ivanios (+1693). 
Mor Gregorios of Jerusalem (+1770) and = Mor Coorilos 
Yuyakim (+1874). 4 portion of the Holy Relics of the 
Apostle St. Thomas was given by us to this Church in 1994 
This church was declared ‘the second Jerusalem’ by one of 
our predecessors. And we had also declared it the ‘Sehion of 
India” and a Cathedral during our last Apostolic Visit in 
2004. 

This Parish is more than Nine Hundred years old. It has 
a membership of more than two thousand families and it has 
always remained very loyal to the Holy See of Antioch. We 
congratulate you all for the same. 

We are also glad to note that Saint Gregorios of 
Parumala and = the late —_ lamented saintly Malankara 
Metropolitan Mor Coorilos Paulos were members of this 
parish. And this is the Home-Parish of His Grace 
Metropolitan Mor Gregorios Joseph also. 

On this blessed occasion. we entreat you all to remain 
always thankful to God and to rededicate yourself to Him 
and to His Holy Church. May God bless you all. 20 
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Speech At Mulanthuruthy Church 

In the name of the Father. the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the one true God. Amen. 

Your  Beatitude. our beloved brother in Christ. 
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas-Il. Your Eminence Mor 
Gregorios Joseph. the Diocesan Metropolitan of this church. 
Their Eminences the Metropolitans. Very Reverend 
Corepiscopos. Priests. Deacons. Nuns and our beloved 
spiritual children. 

We are very happy to visit this church once again. We 
had visited this church on our three earlier Apostolic Visits 
tu India and this is our fourth visit to this church. 

This is a very important and historic church for our 
whole Syrian Orthodox Church. One of our predecessors-in- 
office. Patriarch Mor Peter IV conducted the first Syrian 
Christian Association Meeting at this Church in 1876. And 
the late Patriarch Mor oe 11 ܨ‎ this Church in 
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even now. We pray God Almighty that this glorious nation of 
India may continue to remain a model for religious tolerance. 
peace and harmony. 

On this occasion we admonish you to grow spiritually by 
maintaining strong relationship with God. human and _ nature. 
Continue the mission of Jesus Christ in our context by 
identifying with marginalized people. and sharing our resources 
with the needy people. 

And. may we now come to the main reason for our 
presence here today. As you know. our Jacobite Syrian Church in 
India is celebrating the Priestly Golden Jubilee of our beloved 
Brother-in-Christ His Beatitude Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas 
I. His Beatitude has lived a full life as a Priest and a Bishop. He 
was ordained a Priest in 1958 by the late Patriarchal Delegate of 
India His Eminence Mor Julius Elias Qoro. This was a_ blessing 
for him and it helped him to earn a good reputation as an 
outstanding preacher. retreat father and organizer. His great role 
in building up the Kolenchery Medical Mission in its early years 
is definitely worth mentioning. When. in the 1970's. problems 
started in our Church in India. God chose him and he. along with 
the late President of the Holy Episcopal Synod of India. His 
Eminence Mor Gregorios Geevarghese. was consecrated a 
Metropolitan with the title ° Mor Dionysius Thomas’ for our 
Church in India. They both worked hard to defend the apostolic 
faith and practices of our Syrian Church and_ strengthened the 
ancient canonical connection of our Church in India’ with the 
Holy Apostolic See of Antioch and All the East. At this moment 
we also remember outstanding leadership of the late Catholicos 
H.B. Baselios Paulose II in protecting our apostolic faith. After 
the demise of His Grace Mor Gregorios Geevarghese. we were 
led by God in 2002 to consecrate His Beatitude as Catholicos for 
our Church in India with the title ‘Mor Baselios Thomas 10 It 1s 
worth mentioning that it was during the time of His Beatitude 
that our Church in India was able to achieve great progress. To 
facilitate better administration. it now has a Constitution which 
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we approved for it in 2002. Ever since His Beatitude took charge 
as the Catholicos and Metropolitan Trustee. the Regional Head of 
our Church in India. it has grown much. His Beatitude has led 
our Church with clear perception by over-coming the various 
oppositions. We understand that greatest encouragement of His 
Beatitude is his strong support from our faithful people. We 
realize that the Synod. Working Committee. Managing 
Committee and the Malankara’ Jacobite Syrian Christian 
Association are united under him. Indeed this unity — has 
accelerated the spiritual growth of our Church. His Beatitude’s 
contribution in the field of education is commendable. Lot of 
educational institutions have been started under his _ leadership. 
Thus Church has now many institutions providing valuable 
service not only to the members of our Church but for society at 
large. The wonderful Patriarchal Centre at Puthencruz which 1s 
not far from the city of Cochin is a standing monument to his 
great services to our Church in India. We decorated him in 2007 
with the title: “the Yacoub Burdono of Malankara”. It may be 
recalled that Mor Yacoub Burdono who lived in the sixth century 
AD was a great leader whose untiring efforts helped our Syrian 
Orthodox Church to overcome a great crisis period in its history. 

His Beatitude is indeed a_ great administrator; and in 
recognition of the same. on this occasion of His  Beatitude’s 
Priestly Golden Jubilee. we congratulate His Beatitude for all h is 
achievements to date and pray God Almighty to grant His 
Beatitude good health and long life to administer our Church in 
India for many more years to come. We also now request His 
Beatitude to come forward and receive form us this set of 
pectoral Icons with chain and also a ring which we present to His 
Beatitude as a token of our deep love and respect for His 
Beatitude. Thank you. 

May God bless you all. 
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Minister of the State of Kerala. Mr. Oommen Chandy the 
Opposition Leader. other Honorable Ministers. Respected 
Members of the Parliament and Members of the State Legislative 
Assembly. Distinguished Guest. the Reverend Clergy. Ladies 
and Gentlemen: 

We are very happy to be here. in India. once again. We had 
first visited India as an Archbishop in 1964 as a member of the 
official delegation which accompanied our predecessor. Patriarch 
Mor Yacoub III of blessed memory. Later. we were able to come 
to this blessed country three times as Patriarch — in 1982 which 
was our longest Apostolic Visit to India; in 2000 for the 
Episcopal Golden Jubilee of the late lamented Metropolitan of 
our Knanaya Archdiocese in India His Grace Mor Clemis 
Abraham; and in 2004 on the occasion when our Holy Church in 
India celebrated the beginning of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations 
of our enthronement as the Patriarch of Antioch and All the East. 
On those occasions we were all received by the State — by the 
Central Government of India as well as the Governments of the 
States in India that we visited — and also by the people. especially 
of the State of Kerala. irrespective of creed or caste. We have 
pleasant memories of those visits; and we are thankful to all for 
the same. And this is our fourth Apostolic Visit to India as 
Patriarch - this time. mainly. to share in your joy as you celebrate 
the Priestly Golden Jubilee of our beloved Brother-in-Christ His 
Beatitude Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I of our Jacobite 
Syrian Christian Church in India which is an integral part of our 
Universal Syrian Orthodox Church. And we thank the Honorable 
Chief Minister of Kerala and his Government for receiving us 
warmly as a State Guest. The hospitality of the people of Kerala 
is well known. We also thank all other Distinguished Dignitaries 
who grace this meeting with their honorable presence. We feel 
honored to be in your midst today. 

The world in which we live is changing so fast that we 
have a generation born after the World Wide Web and mobile 
telephony became common. The advancement in _ the field of 
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science has enabled people to communicate with one another 
easily as well as to travel more frequently. This has in effect 
made short the distances between nations. and people have 
started migrating from one nation to another in search of Jobs. 
businesses and for other purposes. On the one hand. this has 
given many opportunities to the people to find better living 
conditions; but on the other hand. it has also given rise to many 
problems. Some nations and peoples are becoming richer and 
richer and some poorer and poorer. This has given rise to 
conflicts between and within nations. Growing materialism and 
selfishness are also making people turn away from God _ and 
destroying the bonds of love and _ tolerance which previously 
existed among different nations and _ peoples. Our _ increased 
knowledge in the field of science and technology should not turn 
us away from God. but rather. take us closer to God who blesses 
us with such knowledge. Again. we should not forget that as 
children of God. we are all brothers and sisters; and this. in turn. 
should enable us to love one another and to live in harmony with 
all. Religious leaders. social workers and political leaders can. 
play a very positive role by promoting and _ ensuring better 
understanding. better unity and _ better cooperation among all 
peoples. 

All major religions of the world had their origin in the 
continent of Asia. and among the various nations in Asia. India 
has a unique position - of having received the various faiths with 
tolerance and respect. In fact. Christianity came to India before it 
reached Europe. According to the recorded tradition. St.Thomas. 
one of the twelve chosen Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ 
arrived in Kerala in AD 52 and through him many came to know 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and became Christians. The local rulers 
of those times and of later centuries received the Christians well. 
and some of them even granted the Christians special privileges. 
Hindus. Muslims. Christians and all other religions lived here in 
peace and harmony with one another. and we believe that it is so 
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Inaugural address by 
His holiness Moran Mor Ignatius Zakka I 
Iwas At The Priestly Golden Jubilee Celebration 
Of His  Beatitude Catholicos Mor  Baselios 
Thomas-I. At Ernakulam. 


Patriarch of Antioch and All the East. the Supreme Head of 


the 

Universal Syrian Orthodox Church 

(at the Public Meeting at Kochi. Kerala. India. on October 19.2008. in 
connection with the Priestly Golden Jubilee of His Beatitude Catholicos Mor 
Baselios Thomas I of India) 

Our beloved Brother-in-Christ Your Beatitude Catholicos 
Mor Baselios Thomas-I. the Jubilarian. Your Eminences the 
Archbishops and Bishops. Honorable Home Minister Sri. S. 


Sivaraj Pattel Mr. V.S. Achuthanandan the Honorable — Chief 
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Apostles chapter 2. It is he who gave us the first Takso of 
QYurbono. which is the treasure of our Holy Syrian 
Orthodox Church. The book of St. James is a_ practical 
guide for our Christian life. He has been known for 
his prayer life. It has been said of him that his knees became 
like that of the camels. due to his long prayers on_ his 
knees. In James 5:16. he explains the importance of the 
intercessory prayers. by telling us that. "The fervent 
prayer of a _ righteous man has great power in_ its 
effect". May God bless you all through the intercession of 
Mor Yacoub. 
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Speech At St. Jacob Church - Allapra 

In the Name of the father. Son and the Holy Spirit. 
the one true God Amen. 

Your Beatitude Baselios Thomas first Catholicos. 
your graces. Very Rev  Corepiscopos. very _ rev. 
rambachens. rev. Priests. deacons. respected nuns and 
my beloved spiritual children. 

We take this opportunity to express our happiness 
in celebrating the Holy Qurbano in this parish. along 
with His Beatitude and their Graces. We specially thank 
your diocesan metropolitans His Beatitude and H.G. 
Mor Severios Abraham for facilitating this occasion. We 
also congratulate the vicar and trustees. the secretary 
and the committee members for your vast arrangements 
for this day. 

Dearly beloved. Our basic call is to witness our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the contemporary society. In the book of 
the Acts of Apostles. chapter 1 verse 8. we read : "You 
shall be my witness. both in Jerusalem. and in Judaea and 
in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth". Here 
the disciples had been called to witness our Lord in the 
four comers of the world. Indeed this is the fundamental 
vision of Christianity. Similarly we have been called to 
witness our Lord in this world through our lives. 
‘Witnessing’ here means. the complete submission 
of our whole personality to God Almighty. | | 

Family is the primary arena for witnessing 
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Gospel. Christian gospel starts from family which is_ the 
often termed as a prototype form of the church. Parents 
Should share the gospel with their children. 
Theologically speaking. the primary responsibility of a 
Christian family is to nurture faith of its members. It is 
through the spiritual life of the father and mother. that 
a child comes to learn about Christian principles. 
In second Timothy 1:5 we read. "I call to remember 
your sincere faith. a faith that which dwelt first in 
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice. and 
now. I see that dwells in you also ". Here Timothy 
received his faith from his mother and grandmother. In 
fact the family of Timothy is paradigm for 
Christian life in the New Testament. It 1s described 
that family is a fore-taste and pre-figuration of heaven. 
Let us make our family as heavenly experience to our 
0©01 01009 This 1s possible only through 
maintaining a proper relationship in the family 
and submitting our life to serve the Lord. 
Divorce of marriage 1s becoming more and more common 
in the society and family life is facing crisis. Let us 
turn to God and restore our broken relationship. Then 
the family relationship also will be properly restored. We 
pray to God Almighty to grant you all peaceful and happy 
family life. in which God is the leader. Along’ with 
Joshua we should be able to say that "as for me and my 
house. we will serve the LORD (Joshua:24-15) 

When we celebrate the feast of St. Jacob. the 
Patron Saint of this parish. we should look into the 
life of St. Jacob. the brother of our Lord. He was the 
first bishop of Jerusalem. having prominent role in the 
Jerusalem Synod. as we read in the book of acts of the 
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In the name of the Father. Son and the Holy Spirit. The one 


true God. Amen. 

Your Beatitude Catholocos Mor Baselios Thomas the first. 
Your Graces. and all our beloved spiritual children: Very Rev. 
Corepiscopos. the reverent Vicar of this church. ܒܒ‎ 
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Rambachans. deacons. nuns. the office bearers of this church. 
and all the other faithful members who are gathered here. 

We are very delighted to be present here on this occasion of 
the consecration of this beautiful church. We are also thankful to 
God Almighty and to you all. especially our brother in 
Christ Mor Baselios Thomas the first. Catholicos and 
their graces the Metropolitans. for this opportunity to bless and 
consecrate this house of our Lord. We understand that our church 
in India is flourishing under the leadership of His Beatitude. 

Church is a place where we meet God and we interact with 
God. Such interactions will change us into a new person. This 
change takes place through worship. Thus worship is_ central 
to our spiritual life. The greatest expression of our worship 
is submitting ourselves to God. In this regard we would like to 
quote the words of the blessed Apostle Mor Paulose Sleeho. In 
the letter to Romans. Chapter 12. verse 1. we read: "/ beseech 
you therefore. brothern. by the mercies of God. that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice. holy acceptable to God. 
which A) your reasonable sacrifice." While 
consecrating this church. we entreat you that. let us submit our 
body and mind to God as living sacrifice and keep our lives pure 
by keeping ourselves from all kinds of evils. 

At this blessed occasion we congratulate and bless all those 
who have worked hard for the construction of this church. May 
God bless all those who have spent time. energy. and money and 
supported through their valued prayers for the completion of this 
mission. May God bless them and their families and_ their 
dedication. We once again thank His’ Beatitude. their 
Eminences. the  Metropolitans. Reverent clergy and all of 
you. for this occasion. May God Bless you all. 
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Speech”? at The consecration of st. Athanasius 


Cathedral - Puthencruz 

In the Name of the Father. Son and the Holy Spirit. the one 
true God Amen. 

Our beloved Brother-In-Christ His Beatitude Catholicos 
Mor Baselios Thomas-I. Your Graces. Very — Reverend 
Corepiscopos. Rambachans. Reverend Priests. Deacons. 
Respected Nuns and our beloved spiritual children. 

At the very out set. we express our overwhelming joy to be 
present at this solemn occasion of the consecration 0] this 
cathedral which is named after St. Athanasios. and also at the 
inauguration of two sections of the patriarchal centre. This is our 
fourth visit to this place as Patriarch. We remember your love 
and affection that you showed when we visited the last times. We 
are highly impressed with the progress of our church here. after 
His beatitude got ordained as Catholicos. The patriarchal centre 
and this cathedral are the outcome of the relentless works of His 
Beatitude Baselios Thomas first. and it is the evident example of 
His Beatitude’s great organizing capacity. Indeed this new 
venture has provided a new identity to the church in India. We 
specially congratulate His beatitude on this occasion. for his 
outstanding leadership and his vision for our church in India. 
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A man-made building becomes the ‘house of God’ when it 
Is consecrated by the Patriarch or by a bishop who are the high 
priests of God and heads of the congregation. Before 
consecration. this building could be used for any purpose. But 
after consecration. its character is changed and now. it can _ be 
used only for divine purposes. As God promised to King 
Solomon. a church is the covenanted meeting place of God with 
His people. Hence we have to honour this place. care for it and 
adorn it. 

We realize that this is the first church named after Saint 
Athanasios Paulose of Aluva. St. Athanasios was known for his 
pious and prayerful life. We can say that his strength was _ his 
fasting and prayers. He was a true servant of our Lord who 
multiplied the talents which was given to him. His love and 
loyalty towards the see of Antioch is a role model for all. He 
spent his whole life for maintaining the historical connection of 
our Church in Malankara with the see of Antioch. He had to face 
a lot of oppositions in this regard. But still relying on the power 
of God. he led a saintly life in simplicity and meekness. 

In the letter to Hebrews 12:14 we read: ‘“‘without 
sanctification. no man can see the Lord”. Holiness is_ the 
essential character of Christian life. It 1s a process of turning into 
the image of God. In this modern world. it may seem difficult to 
lead a holy life. But one can maintain holiness in his or her life 
through the complete submission to God. A ‘saint’ is a person 
whose life is very special. that the church can point to him and 
say that his life is worthy of following. As of St. Athanasios. we 
can surely say he had led a prayertul life which is worthy of 
following. 

Along with the consecration of this church with the Holy 
Mooron. we also should consecrate ourselves. and try to follow 
the saintly life that St. Athanasios showed us. May the prayers of 
St. Athanasios enable us for this. We once again congratulate and 
thank you all. especially His Beatitude. May God bless you all. 
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METROPOLITANS OF THE KNANAYA ARCHDIOCESE 


MOR SEVARIOS KURIAKOSE 


CHIEF METROPOLITAN OF 
KNANAYA ARCHDIOCESE 


Mor Aprem Seminary, 
Chingavanam P.O, Kottayam dist., 
Kerala-682 314, INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-48 1-2432544, 2430327. 


Born on 21-May-1959 
Metropolitan 15-Jan-2004 
Diocese KNANAYA 


MOR GREGORIOS KURIAKOSE 


Assistant Metropolitan of Knanaya 
Archdiocese 


Mor Aprem Seminary, 
Chingavanam P.O, Kottayam dist., 
Kerala-682 314, INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-48 1-2432544, 2430327. 


Born on 16-Jan-1954 

Metropolitan 02-Feb-2007 

Diocese : ASST. METROPOLITAN 
OF THE KALLISSERY DIVION OF 
THE KNANAYA ARCHDIOCESE 


MOR IVANIOS KURIAKOSE 


Assistant Metropolitan of The 
Knanaya Archdiocese 


Mor Aprem Seminary, 
Chingavanam P.O, Kottayam dist., 
Kerala-682 314, INDIA. 
Tel: 0091-48 1-2432544, 2430327. 


Born on 09-June- 1964 
Metropolitan 15-Jan-2004 
Diocese KNANAYA 


MOR AYUB SILVANOS 


Assistant Metropolitan of The 
Knanaya Archdiocese 


Mor Aprem Seminary, 
Chingavanam P.O, Kottayam dist., 
Kerala-682 314, INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-48 1-2432544, 2430327. 


Born on 18-April-1972 
Metropolitan 15-Jan-2004 
Diocese KNANAYA 


MOR CHRISOSTOMOS 
MARKOSE 


E A E Head Office, 

Iringole P.O, Perumbavoor-683 548, 
Kerala, INDIA. 

Tel: +91-485-2522626, 2527226. 


Born on 26-Sep-1966 
Metropolitan 14-July-2006 
Diocese : ASSISTANT FOR 
EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION 


MOR THEETHOS YELDHO 


Archbishop of the Malankara 
Archdiocese of 

Syriac Orthodox Church in North 
America 

10 Stonehurst Court 

Pomona, NY 10970. 

Tel: OO1 845 364 6003 


Born on 22-Jul-1970 
Metropolitan 04-Jan-2004 
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RESIDENT METROPOLITAN OF THE M.S.0.T SEMINARY AT 
UDAYAGIRI & THE EUROPE DIOCESE 


MOR THEOPHILOS KURIAKOSE 


Malankara Syrian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary, Udayagiri, 
Mulanthuruthy, Kerala-682 314, 
INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-484-2748061. 


Ostengasse-31, 93047 
Regansburg, Germany 

Tel: 0049-160-98 143190, Fax: 0049- A= ܟ‎ | 
9415255] | 


E-mail: bishop @ msoceurope.com 


Born on 01-Feb-1966 

Metropolitan 29-Sep-2003 

Diocese : 

1. M.S.0.T. THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY 

2, BUROPE | 
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MOR ATHANASIUS ELIAS 


Patriarch Ignatius Centre, 

Puthencruz P.O, Ernakulam Dist.-682 
308. 

Kerala, INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-484-2732804 


Born on 13-April- 1964 
Metropolitan 01-Jan-2007 
Diocese :METROPOLITAN OF 
ANTIOCHEAN MOVEMENT IN 
INDIA 


MOR DIONYSIUS 
GEEVARGHESE 


Mor Ignatius Dayro, Manjinikkara, 
Pathanamthitta Dist., Kerala, INDIA. 
Tel: 0468-2353392 


OR 


Mor Ignatius Elias III Dayro, 
Pampady, Kottayam, Kerala, INDIA. 
Tel: 0091-48 1-2507953. 


Born on 05-May-1948 

Metropolitan 08-Dec-2002 

Diocese: 

SIMHASANA METROPOLITAN OF 
KOTTAYAM & ENVIRONS 

2. ABBOT OF MANJANIKKARA 
DAYRO 


MOR DIOSCORUS KURIAKOSE 


Malecuriz Dayro, 
Vadayampady P.O, Choondy, 
Kerala-682 314, INDIA. 

Tel & Fax: 0091-484-2761661. 


Born on 11-May-1957 

Metropolitan 08-Dec-2002 

Diocese : 1. ABBOT OF MALECURIZ 
DAYRO, 

2. IRELAND 


MOR ATHANASIUS 
GEEVARGHESE 


Mor Ignatios Dayro, Manjinikkara, 
Mathoor P. O., Pathanamthitta District 
— 689 657, Kerala, India. 


Eralil House, Ayampilly P.O., 
Ernakulam District, Kerala, INDIA. 


Born on 12-Oct-1957 

Metropolitan 08-Dec-2002 

Diocese : 

1. ASSISTANT METROPOLITAN OF 
SIMHASANA CHURCHES AND 
INSTITUTIONS IN INDIA., 

2. BAHARAIN, DOHA 


METROPOLITANS OF THE EVANGELISTIC ASSOC. OF THE 
EAST & THE HONAVOR MISSION 


MOR POLYCARPUS 
GEEVARGHESE 


E A E Head Office, 

Iringole P.O, Perumbavoor-683 548, 
Kerala, INDIA. 

Tel: +91-485-2522626, 2527226. 


Born on 05-Apr-1934 

Metropolitan 27-May-1990 

Diocese 

|. EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION 
2. HONAVAR MISSION 


MOR KOORILOS 
GEEVARGHESE 


St. Mary's Jacobite Syrian Church, 
Mazhuvangand, Thiruvalla 
Pathanamthitta Dist., Kerala, INDIA. 
Phone: 0469 2693478 

Mobile: 094478 40800 


Born on 14-Nov-1965 

Metropolitan 03-Jul-2006 

Diocese: 1. NIRANAM, 2. UNITED 
KINGDOM 


MOR IRENEOUS PAULOSE 


Born on : 24-August-1972 
Metropolitan : 24-August-2008 
Diocese : Assistant Metropolitan of 


KOZHIKKOD 


MOR CLEMIS KURIAKOSE 


Born on : 10-August-1967 
Metropolitan : 24-August-2008 
Diocese : Assistant Metropolitan of 
IDUKKI 


Biography Internet Link 


METROPOLITANS OF THE SIMHASANA (PONTIFICAL) 
CHURCHES/MONASTERIES IN INDIA 


MOR JULIUS KURIAKOSE 
(Former Patriarchal Vicar for Indian 
Affairs) 


St. George Simhasana Church, 
Perumpilly P.O., Mulanthuruthy, 
Ernakulam Dist., Kerala, INDIA. 
Tel: 094471 23025 


Born on 06-Jul-1933 
Metropolitan 27-Sep-1998 
Diocese : SIMHASANA CHURCHES 


qe ass 


MOR THEODOSIUS MATHEWS 


Michael Mor Dionysius Dayro, 
Vadakkedathkavu P.O., Adoor, 
Pathanamthitta Dist., Kerala, INDIA. 
Phone: 094474 06625 

04734-229192 


Born on 04-May-1959 
Metropolitan 03-Jul-2006 
Diocese : 

KOLLAM 

KUWAIT 


MOR APHREM MATHEWS 
Patriarch Ignatius Centre, 
Puthencruz P.O, Ernakulam Dist.-682 
308. 
Kerala, INDIA. 
OR 
Diocesan Office, Adimali, Idukki Dist. 
Tel: 0091-484-2732804 
Mobile: 098470 45477 
Born on 15-May-1968 
Metropolitan 03-Jul-2006 
Diocese : 

HIGH RANGE REGION OF 
ANGAMALI DIOCESE 

U.A.E : Sharjah, AlAin, Ras Al 
Khaima, Fujaira. 


MOR OSTHATHEOS PATHROS 


St.Peter's Jacobite Syrian Orthodox 
Cathedral, 

1, Bhai Vir Singh Marg, 

Near Gole Post Office, 

New Delhi-110 001. 

INDIA. 

Tel: 011-336 4740, 514 8827. 
Mobile: 093120 37842 


Born on 12-Nov-1963 

Metropolitan 03-Jul-2006 

Diocese NEW DELHI REGION OF 
GREATER INDIA 


MOR EUSEBIOS KURIKOSE 


Bishop's House, Poovanchira P.O, 
Chuvannamannu (via), 

Thrissur Dist. - 680 652, Kerala, 
INDIA. 

Tel: 0487-2282738 


Born on 26-Mar-1970 
Metropolitan 03-Jul-2006 
Diocese : THRISSUR, OMAN 
(Mascut, Salala) 


MOR GREGORIOS JOSEPH 


Malankara Synod Secretary 


Kyomtha Seminary, 

Thiruvankulam, Tripunithura-682 305 
Kerala, INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-484-2305212, 2780540. 
Fax: 009 1-484-2777400. 


111 on 10-Nov-1960 

etropolitan 16-Jan-1994 

Diocese: KOCHI, ASSISTANT FOR 
THE PERUMBAVOOR REGION OF 
ANGAMALI DIOCESE. 


MOR IVANIOS MATHEWS 


Baselios Paulose II Centre, 
Kadamattom P.O, 
Peruvumuzhy, 

Kerala-682 311, INDIA. 
Tel: 0091-484-2768925. 


Born on 29-Apr-1954 
Metropolitan 14-Jan-2001 
Diocese : KANDANAD 


FANE AS ܒܐܘܝ ܢܝܕܫ‎ PANNE ܫ ܥܕ ܣܟ‎ A 


MOR MILTHEOS YUHANON 


Michael Mor Dionysius Dayro, 
Vadakkedathkavu P.O., Adoor, 
Pathanamthitta Dist, Kerala, INDIA. 
Phone: 0091-473-2429 192. 

OR 

Syrian Orthodox Centre, 
Pathanamthitta town. 


Born on 25-Apr-1957 
Metropolitan 08-Dec-2002 
Diocese: 

THUMBAMON 

UAE (Dubai, Abudhab1) 


MOR SEVERIOS ABRAHAM 


Mor Gabriel Dayro, 
Vengola P.O., Perumbavoor, 
Ernakulam Dist. 

Kerala, INDIA. 

Phone: +91-485-2522333. 


Born on 12-Jul-1941 
Metropolitan 06-Mar-1982, 
Stayed Out of the church: 1999-2005 
Diocese : 

ANGAMALI REGION OF 
ANGAMALI DIOCESE 

ABBOT OF MOR GABRIEL 
DAYRO 


ܨ ܐܒܝ ܫܡܒ ܝܒ EE‏ )ܒ LS PERO‏ 


THE SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ANTIOCH 
AND ALL THE EAST 


MALANKARA METROPOLITANS OF THE CHURCH 
(OF THE MALANKARA JACOBITE SYRIAN 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN INDIA) 


Aboon Mor Baselios 
Thomas I 


Catholicos of India, 
Metropolitan Trustee. 


[Presiding Hierarch of the Universal Syrian 
Orthodox Church in India] 


Catholicate Office: 

Patriarch Ignatius Zakka I Iwas Centre 
(Patriarchal centre) 

Puthencuriz - 682 308 

Ernakulam, Kerala, INDIA. 

Tel: 0484 - 2732804 

Fax: 0484 - 2732804 


Catholicate Residence: 

Catholicate Aramana 

Mount Sinai 

College P.O., Kothamangalam - 686 691 
Kerala, INDIA 

Tel: 0485 - 2822485 

Fax: 0485 — 2822101 


Born on 22-July-1929 
Metropolitan : 24-February-1974 
Catholicos : 26-July-2002 


CHARGE OF DIOCESES : 
ANKAMALI, KOZHIKKOD, IDUKKI 


AUSTRALIA, NEWZELAND 


MOR PHILOXENOS YUHANON 


Bishop's Palace, 

Christ Nagar, Meenangadi P.O, 
Wayanad-673 591. 

Kerala, INDIA 

Tel: 009 1-493-2647305 


Born on 05-Dec-1941 
Metropolitan 12-Sep-1985 
Diocese 

1. MALABAR 

2. SIMHASANA CHURCHES IN 
MALABAR REGION 


MOR THIMOTHEOS THOMAS 


St.Joseph's Cathedral, 

L.B.Sastri Road, Kottayam-686 001 
Kerala, INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-48 1-2564499, 2304646 
OR 

B.43 Michel Apartments, P.K.Road, 
Mulund West, Mumbai - 400 080, 
Maharastra, INDIA. 

Tel: 0091-481-25676755 


Born on 02-May-1950 
Metropolitan 03-Jan-1991 
Dioceses : 
KOTTAYAM 
ARCHDIOCESE OF GREATER 
INDIA 
SINGAPORE 
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JACOBITE SYRIAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


(UNDER THE HOLY APOSTOLIC SEE OF ANTIOCH AND ALL THE EAST) 


CATHOLICOSE AND METROPOLITAN TRUSTEE MOUNT SINA! 
‘PATRIARCH IGNATIUS ܣ‎ | WAS CENTRE COLLEGE P.O., KOTHAMANGALAM 
| ܕܐ ܕܝ‎ : KERALA, INDIA, PIN - 686 1 
~ aly ey 6 rat Mtl Ao PHONE : OFFICE : 0485-2822485 
PHONE : 0484 - 2732804 (Office) PERSONAL ; 0485-2822101 
0484 - 2732603, 2733200 (Personal) +© FAX : 0485-2822101 
FAX : 0484 - 2732804 ܣ‎ 
E-mail : bavathirumeni@rediffmail.com 
patriarchalcentre@yahoo.com 


HIS HOLINESS MORAN MOR IGNATIUS ZAKKAIIWAS, 
THE PATRIARCH OF ANTIOCH ANDALL THE EAST, 
SYRIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE, 

BABTOUMA, DAMASCUS, SYRIA. 


May it please Your Holiness, 


After kissing Moran’s Holy Hand, Moran’s Spiritual son Baselios Thomas 1 submits the 
following. 

I humble self, on behalf of the Holy Church in India, the Holy Episcopal Synod, Working 
Committee, Managing Committee, the faithfuls and all the office bearers submit our sincere 
thanks before Your Holiness for the blessful Holy Apostolic Visit. The Apostolic visit has 
been remaining as a treasure to our Church and it empower the growth and progress of our 
Church. People from all realms blessed by Your Holiness’ visit and they entrusted me to 
convey their regards, obedience and love before Your Holiness. Once again my humble self 
submit our gratitude before Your Holiness’ feet. 

Again kissing Moran’s Holy hand and seeking prayers and intercession. 


Puthencruz, 1 
31.10.2008. Baselios Thomas I 
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SYRIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE 
OF ANTIOCH & ALL THE EAST 
BAB TOUMA, P.O.BOX 22260 YYYV* ܝܢ‎ Logs OL, 
ܬܢ ܨܚ ÷ ܟܝܕ ܢ . ܐܚܕ‎ 


DAMASCUS - SYRIA `‏ 
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BY THE GRACE OF GOD 


Ignatius Zakka I Iwas 
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East 
Supreme Head of the Universal] Syrian Orthodox Church 


No.E220/08 


Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I, Puthencruz, Kerala, India. 


Inquiring your beatitude’s welfare, we hereby would like to express our deep-felt 
thanks and appreciation for your welcoming and the loving paternal services to us 
and to the delegates accompanied us in our fourth Apostolic Visit to India from 
177 to 97 October-2008, in connection with the sacerdotal Golden Jubilee 
celebrations of Your Beatitude. We believe that whatever you have done during 
that Apostolic Visit is for the glory of God and to strengthen our church in India. 
The grace of God along with the cooperation and dedication accorded by our 
beloved Metropolitans, especially of His Grace Mor Gregorios Joseph and our 
beloved faithful and others enabled all of us to make the visit a grandeur one. We 
cannot at the mean time forget the earnest and kind support rendered by the 
Government of Kerala and all the other respected authorities. This has to be 
accounted towards the reputation and honour for our Syrian Jacobite church and the 
faithful of India and also for our Universal Syrian Orthodox Church. 


We pray Almighty God for the good heath and long life of Your Beatitude to lead 
our church into more and more progress and glory. We noticed the love of our 
people for your beatitude and their obedience to you. That makes us proud of you. 
We were pleased with all the fair arrangements that you had made to make the visit 
a colourful one. We thank God that, we were able to participate also for the 
consummation of the priestly Golden Jubilee Celebrations of Your Beatitude 


Though we are writing separately to the Government of Kerala, you also may convey 
our warm greetings and thanks to the state government and the central government at 
New Delhi. We carry them, and you all, in our prayers. May God bless the state of 
Kerala and the esteemed country of India and its citizens. May God bless our Church 
in India and the faithful abundantly. We pray that God may bless our church so as to 
stand witnessing for the entire Christendom, We extend our Apostolic Blessings to 
you. May the grace of God be with you all. ‘peo Ara ? ܘ ܐܣܘܢ‎ 
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himself recetve them in double. 


